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A year later, when the situation in China became more favor-
able and contact was facilitated through the newly established Far
Eastern Republic, a second comprehensive note was sent to China,
the Soviet Government again stating:

The Government of the RSFSR declares null and void all treaties con-
cluded with China by the former Governments of Russia, renounces
all seizure of Chinese territory and all Russian concessions in China, and
restores to China, without compensation and forever, all that had been
predatorily seized from her by the Tsar's Government and the Russian
bourgeoisie . . . All Russian citizens residing in China shall be subject
to all the laws and regulations obtaining in the territory of the Chinese
Republic and shall not enjoy any rights of extraterritoriality.

The Government of the RSFSR renounces any payments by China as
indemnity for the Boxer uprising.2

In the meantime the Second Congress of the Communist In-
ternational had begun a detailed consideration of the Chinese prob-
lem and, under the leadership of Lenin, had formulated the basic
conception which held that two forces were the allies of the Soviet
Revolution: the revolutionary working class of the Western coun-
tries, and the great national movements, comprising different
classes of the population, in the colonial and semicolonial states.

The actual developments in Russo-Chinese relations in the first
years after the Revolution did not confirm the optimistic expecta-
tions. Almost seven years elapsed before the Soviet Government
was recognized by China and the enticing propositions became em-
bodied in a treaty. Even after the Russian offers were made part
of formal agreements there did not appear the friendliness and
durable collaboration that Moscow had hoped for.

Official Soviet historians have attributed this state of affairs during
the first seven years after 1917 to the pressure put on China by
Japan, England, and the other powers. This is only a half truth.
The other reason concerned Soviet policy in regard to China
which, itself, despite sympathetic pronouncements, contained the
seeds of disagreement.

Special privileges, acquisitions and treaty rights of old Russia in
regard to China were of two kinds. The one comprised extrater-

2. Soviet declaration delivered to the Chinese Government, September 27,1920.